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and good-will towards men." But if by patriotism
lu» understood that quality which, without shutting
up our philanthropy within the narrow bounds of
a sinu;lo kingdom, yet attaches us in particular to
the country to which we belong; of this true pa-
triotism, Christianity is the most copious source,
and the surest preservative. The contrary opinion
can indeed only have arisen from not considering
the fulness and universality of our Saviour's precepts.
Not like the puny productions of human workman-
ship, (which at the best can commonly serve but the
particular purpose that they are specially designed
to answer,) the moral, as well as the physical, prin-
ciples established by the great Governor of the uni-
verse, are capable of being applied at once to ten
thousand different uses; thus, amidst infinite com-
plication, preserving a grand simplicity, and therein
hearing the unambiguous stamp of their Divine ori-
ginal. Tints, to specify one out of the numberless
instances which might be adduced; the principle of
gravitation, while it is subservient to all tte mecha-
nical purposes of common life, keeps at the same
time the stars in their courses, and maintains the
harmony of worlds.
Thus also in the case before us: society consists
of a number of different circles of various mag-
nitude* and uses, and that circumstance, wherein
the principle of patriotism chiefly consists, whereby
the duty of patriotism is best practised, and the
happient effiKrt* upon the general weal are produced,
im* that it should be the desire and aim of every
individual to fill well his own proper circle (as a
part And member of the whole) with^ a viewto^the
production of general happiness. This our Saviour
ciyoiuwi when he prescribed the duty of universal
love, which b but another term for the most exalted
patriotism. Benevolence, indeed, when not ori-

